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How do youHow do you

become a physician?become a physician?



33rdrd Annual Alaska Annual Alaska PreMedPreMed SummitSummit March 29, 2008March 29, 2008

How are Physicians Educated?How are Physicians Educated?

Undergraduate Degree:

4-year college or university

wide variety of majors –often biology

major is seldom “pre-med”

must include prerequisite courses

Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)
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How are Physicians Educated?How are Physicians Educated?

Medical School:

typically 4 years

allopathic (MD) or osteopathic (DO)

no medical specialization

USMLE – Step 1 and Step 2

“Match” for Residency
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How are Physicians Educated?How are Physicians Educated?

Residency:

typically 3-7 years

in medical specialty

can be allopathic, osteopathic or both

USMLE – Step 3

independent practice
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Typical Medical Education ProgramTypical Medical Education Program

University / College
(4 or more years)

Medical School
(usually 4 years)

Residency (Specialty) Training
(Typically 3-7 years)

Practice
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Q: Can I go to medicalQ: Can I go to medical

school in Alaska?school in Alaska?

A: Yes.  Through Alaska WWAMIA: Yes.  Through Alaska WWAMI

WWAMI WWAMI isis Alaska’s Medical SchoolAlaska’s Medical School
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•• WW ashingtonashington
•• WW yomingyoming
•• AA laskalaska
•• MM ontanaontana
•• II dahodaho

What is WWAMI?What is WWAMI?

WWAMI is an enduring partnership 
among the states of :
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•• WWAMI is Alaska’s Medical SchoolWWAMI is Alaska’s Medical School

•• It is a 35 year old partnership of Washington, It is a 35 year old partnership of Washington, 
Wyoming, Alaska, Montana, and Idaho with Wyoming, Alaska, Montana, and Idaho with 
the University of Washington School of the University of Washington School of 
MedicineMedicine

•• Its purpose is to provide high quality, costIts purpose is to provide high quality, cost--
effective medical education, with a focus on effective medical education, with a focus on 
the workforce needs of the region.the workforce needs of the region.

What is WWAMI?What is WWAMI?
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Medical School in Alaska WWAMIMedical School in Alaska WWAMI

Required and Required and 
Elective Elective 

Clerkships:Clerkships:
Can be taken in Can be taken in 
any WWAMI any WWAMI 

state, state, 
internationally internationally 
or all in Alaskaor all in Alaska

Required Required 
Clerkships:Clerkships:

Can be taken Can be taken 
in any in any 

WWAMI WWAMI 
state or via state or via 

the the 
Alaska Track Alaska Track 

Organ Based Organ Based 
System System 
Courses Courses 
taught in taught in 
SeattleSeattle at at 
UWSoMUWSoM

Basic Basic 
Science Science 
Courses Courses 
taught in taught in 
Alaska at Alaska at 

UAAUAA

FourthFourth
YearYear

ThirdThird
YearYear

SecondSecond
YearYear

First First 
YearYear
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Bonners
Ferry

Note: Alaska not to scale

Residency SitesResidency Sites

IntMdIntMd

PsychPsych

FamFam Family Practice
Internal Medicine
Psychiatry
Pediatrics

Clerkship SitesClerkship Sites

PedsPeds

Family Medicine
Internal Medicine
Ob/Gynecology
Pediatrics
Psychiatry
Surgery

PsychPsych

SurgSurg

FamFam

IntMdIntMd

Ob/GOb/G

FaFa m m 
Indicates presence of both Family Medicine 
Clerkship & Family Practice Residency

1st Year Sites

Programs for Healthy 
Communities(PHC)

Rural / Underserved
Opportunities Program (R/UOP)

Area Health
Education Center
Sites (AHEC)A

Indicates presence
of both PHC and RUOP

LEGEND

Sandpoint

SaintMaries

Moscow

Grangeville

Salmon

Driggs

Mountain Home

Jerome

Shoshone
Rupert

Preston

Blackfoot

American Falls

Council

Emmett

Caldwell

Nampa

Boise
FamFam

IntMdIntMd

Ob/GOb/G

PsychPsych

SurgSurg

IntMdIntMd

FamFam

Orofino

X

A

X

McCall

W

Hailey

W

Plummer

Payette

Cascade
Challis

Mud Lake

Arco

Gooding

FamFam

Bozeman

Superior

Ronan

Libby

Whitefish

Cut Bank

Shelby

Choteau

Havre

Helena
Deer

Lodge

Dillon
Ennis

Livingston

Red Lodge

Big Timber

Harlowton

Columbus

Lewistown

Glasgow

Sidney

Wolf Point

Glendi
ve

Miles City

FamFam

PedsPeds

FamFam

IntMdIntMd
Missoula

X
Billings

IntMdIntMd
FamFam

FamFam

ABelgrade

Butte

Kalispell

Laramie
Cheyenne

Casper
FamFam

FamFam

Rawlins

Newcastle

Graybull/ Basin Sheridan

Torrington

Green River

Thermopolis

Montpelier

WWAMI Rural 
Integrated Training 
Experience (WRITE)

Ferndale
Bellingham
Anacortes

Darrington

EverettForks Pt. Townsend

Shelton

Bremerton

E. Grays Harbor

Shoalwater
Bay Tribe

Cathlamet

Mt. Vernon

Vancouver

Toppenish

Wenatchee

Othello

Odessa

Ellensburg

Yakima
Wapato

Grandview

Tonasket

Omak

Chewelah

Friday Harbor

Olympia

Madigan
US Army

Tacoma

Spokane

Pullman

FamFam

Ob/GOb/G

IntMdIntMd

X
Ob/GOb/G

IntMdIntMd

PedsPeds

IntMdIntMd

PsychPsych

Ob/GOb/G
PedsPeds

X
A

FaFam m 

FaFam m 

FamFam

5 x
Seattle

PsychPsych

FaFa m m 

7 x
FamFam

FamFam

FamFam

Moses Lake

Tulalip Tribes

Garfield 
County

South Bend

Federal Way

Sunnyside

Cle Elum

Colville

FamFam

X

Columbia
County

Asotin County

Colfax

White Salmon
FaFa m m 

Puyullap

Republic

A
Renton

Pt. Angeles

FamFam

Goldendale

FamFam
2 x 

Pasco

Morton
Ob/GOb/G
PedsPeds

FaFa m m 

FaFam m 

A

PedsPeds

PedsPeds

PedsPeds

Pocatello
FamFam

FamFamPedsPeds
PedsPeds

PedsPeds

Powell IntMdIntMd

IntMdIntMd

Jackson

Buffalo

Afton

Lander

Riverton

Saratoga

Ob/GOb/G

Rock Springs

Wheatland

Juneau

Kodiak Island

Kotzebue

Metlakatla

Petersburg

Sitka

Haines
Cordova

Glennallen

Seward

Valdez

Palmer
Wasilla

Kenai
Soldotna

Naknek

Anchorage

FamFam

Dillingham

Nome

Homer

A

FamFam

Ob/GOb/G

PsycPsyc
hh

IntMdIntMd

PedsPeds

FamFam

Bethel

W

Plains

Ob/GOb/G

Stevensville

FamFam

FamFam

W

WW

W

Mossy 
Rock

Gillette

Worland

Cottonwood

Lewiston

Weiser

FamFam Wrangell

SurgSurg

Revised 09/02

W

W

W

Cody

Kemmerer

Coeur d’Alene

Sun Valley

Prince of Wales Is.

White Sulphur 
Springs

Sundance

Malad City

Conrad

Ephrata

Ekalaka

Bonners
Ferry

Meridian

Ob/GOb/G

Ob/GOb/G

Douglas

Galena Fairbanks

Polson
Thompson Falls

Colstrip

Poplar

Fort Benton
Chattaroy

Walla Walla

Mattawa
Westport

Longview

Woodland

Auburn
Enumclaw

Kettle
Falls

Great Falls

Heart Butte

Eureka

FaFa m m 
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How do I get admittedHow do I get admitted

to medical school?to medical school?
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•• Application: AMCASApplication: AMCAS (American Medical College Admissions Test)(American Medical College Admissions Test)

•• College Grades & PreCollege Grades & Pre--requisite coursesrequisite courses

•• MCAT (Medical College Admissions Test) ScoresMCAT (Medical College Admissions Test) Scores

•• Letters of RecommendationLetters of Recommendation

•• Eligibility CertificationEligibility Certification

•• Secondary ApplicationSecondary Application

•• InterviewInterview

•• DecisionDecision

Admission to Alaska WWAMIAdmission to Alaska WWAMI
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Getting in to Alaska WWAMIGetting in to Alaska WWAMI

3.63.6

3.63.6

College College 
GPAGPA

10.5 V10.5 V
9.8 PS9.8 PS

10.7 BS10.7 BS
QQ

2020838320072007

10.3 V10.3 V
10.2 PS10.2 PS
10.7 BS10.7 BS

QQ

1010787820062006

MCATMCAT
ScoreScore

Entering Entering 
StudentsStudents

ApplicationsApplications
ReceivedReceived

Entry Entry 
YearYear
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How much will I payHow much will I pay

for medical school?for medical school?
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Cost of WWAMI for 2007Cost of WWAMI for 2007--20082008

•• TuitionTuition--residentresident 17,42517,425
•• HealthHealth--FeeFee 475475
•• Books & Supplies   2,298Books & Supplies   2,298
•• Room and Board  11,742Room and Board  11,742
•• PersonalPersonal 2,2652,265
•• TransportationTransportation 1,4431,443

•• TOTALTOTAL 35,64835,648

•• First yearFirst year 35,64835,648
•• Second yearSecond year 35,48535,485
•• Third yearThird year 16,73516,735
•• Fourth yearFourth year 45,65545,655

•• TOTALTOTAL 163,523163,523
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Enjoy the Alaska Enjoy the Alaska PreMedPreMed Summit! Summit! 

Questions? Questions? 


